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to win her back. When she has gone, he tears up all
his manuscripts, which he can see are only second-rate,
and shoots himself.

In The Three Sisters we have the girls and their
brother longing to get back to Moscow where they had
once lived. The eldest becomes a school teacher and
finds some purpose in life, though not the one she was
seeking. The second decides to marry an officer. When
he retires they will settle down contentedly to some kind of
social work, but at the last moment, almost casually,
it seems, he is killed in a duel. The third sister is un-
happily married to a dull school teacher. She falls in
love with a colonel and he with her. But he, too, is
married. Then his regiment is transferred elsewhere
and they say good-bye. The brother had hoped to
be a professor. But he marries a commonplace woman
and has to make shift with a seat on the local town
council. All are frustrated.

Uncle Vanya depicts the chaos wrought in a home by
the disturbing beauty of a retired professor's young
wife. The professor exasperates the whole household
and one of them goes so far as to attempt to shoot him.
Eventually the couple go away, but the old placid life
of the family is irretrievably destroyed.

These brief summaries show that there is no lack of
incident in Tchekhov's plays. Nevertheless the plot
is not the mainspring of his work, far from it. The
essential point to realise is that there are no villains
and no heroes in these pieces. Most plays deal with a
conflict of wills or the struggle of good against evil.
The naturalistic playwrights did not write on these lines,
but their work was wanting in dramatic quality. Tchekhov,
on the other hand, was a consummate craftsman and
his plays expressed a new and original view. It is for
this reason that he is outstanding among Russian
dramatists with an influence extending far beyond
Ms own country.